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             January and February 2019 

“Welcome 2019" Get-together 
 

Please join us to celebrate the New Year on 
Saturday, January 5th at Judie Cordy’s home, 
2784 Babe Ruth Drive, San Jose. A light 
lunch and dessert will be provided. Plan to 
arrive at 11:00. Food will be served at 12:00. 
It will be a wonderful time to meet and 
socialize with our members and enjoy eating 
together. 
 
RSVP is appreciated. Email Judie at 
JACordy@aol.com or call her at (408) 923-
9205. 

 

Monthly Chapter Meetings 

Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, September to June. All Meetings are 
Audio Looped and Captioned. Meetings are 
held in the San Jose Masonic Center, 2500 
Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 95125. Look  
for us in the Red Dining Room, off from the 
main lobby.  
 
Presentations start at 1:00 pm. Refresh-
ments and Social start at 12:30 pm when 
there is no potluck. Potlucks are held in 
March, June, September, and December  
and start at 12:15 pm. Our Second-Hand 
Treasures Sales are held at non-potluck 
meetings in January, February, April, May, 
October, and November. 
 
For more information, contact President-
Lynne Kinsey at lkinsey@hearinglossca.org 
or call 408-265-4038. Website: 
http://www.hearinglossca.org/chapters/ 
northern-chapters/silicon-valley-chapter 

Celebrating 30 years! 

        January and February Programs 
 
Our January 9th and February 13th meeting 
programs are still in the planning stages because 
we do not have confirmations on them.  We do 
hope that you will plan to come. Watch for your 
monthly meeting announcement that will have 
details and specifics on the subject matters and  
the individuals doing the presentations. 

For January 9th, we hope to have discussions on 
captioning with handheld smartphones and tablets.  
Our speaker will, hopefully, know a variety of the 
programs available and will be able to discuss the 
positive and negative characteristics of many of 
them.  It should be interesting in general to know 
what options are available to help all of us under-
stand and follow conversations and programs, 
despite some level of hearing loss.  If you received 
cash holiday gifts and are considering this type of 
purchase, this should be perfect for you.  If you 
received a smartphone or tablet, this should give 
you more ideas about how to use it.  We are lucky 
to be living in an era where there are so many 
things that can help us hear and understand better, 
in spite of our hearing losses.  Sometimes we  
need help to know which devices are right for us 
and how to use them effectively. 

Additionally, the speaker will be able to speak 
about Apps for people with hearing loss.  There  
are so many Apps (Applications) available for 
smartphones, tablets, and computers.  Many are 
designed specifically for people with hearing loss.  
You won’t want to miss learning more about these 
Apps.  

The February 13th will dovetail with the January 
program topic.  At this time, we hope to have a 
member of the HLAA-California Board of Trustees 
who is extremely knowledgeable in HLAA issues 
and in many devices related to hearing loss.  We 
will pin down subject specifics when the speaker  
is confirmed.   
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Thoughts after the Holiday 
by Lynne Kinsey 

When Having Packages Delivered to Your Home 
 
We went to a presentation on Holiday Safety.  Most 
tips had to do with not having packages delivered to 
your doorstep.  There has been a huge increase in 
thefts of items from porches and front yards.  This is 
particularly important to those of us with hearing  
loss and applies all year long.  We do not always 
hear the doorbell and many times deliverers do not 
even knock or ring the bell.  Here are some ideas  
for routine delivery of packages.  

• Make sure someone will be home when packages  
  are supposed to arrive.  

• Deliver them to a work address.  

• Ship them to their local store for pick up.  

• Send them to a P.O.B. or mail storefront.  

* Use a shipping locker or kiosk at a local store (for  
  example, Amazon Lockers).  

• Require a signature on delivery, when possible.  

• If available, track your package online. 

Other Common Sense:  

• Don’t leave anything visible in your car--use your  
  trunk!  

• Put things in your trunk before you park where 
  you are going, so people do not see you putting 
  things in your trunk.  

• Stop mail and newspaper when you will be away.  

• Have a neighbor check the porch for advertise- 
  ments and unexpected packages.  

* REALLY OBVIOUS—Lock doors and windows  
  even when you are home.  

• Don’t advertise that you are going to be away.  
  Don’t post on Facebook or other social media  
  about trips before or while you are away.  

    Be safe during holidays and all year long. 

BEA’s Turkey Feast 
by Earl Mizuguchi 

 
The Bay Area Bionic Ear Association (BEA) 
held its Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Feast on 
Saturday, November 17th, in Fremont.  BEA 
consists of children and adults who either have 
an Advanced Bionic Cochlear Implant and/or 
are considering having an implant.  Under the 
leadership of Evelyn Gardner, Chapter mem-
ber, and Mary Ruth Leen, Cochlear Implant 
Specialist for Advanced Bionics, the group 
meets quarterly to share and exchange ideas 
and information.  
 
The Chapter was well represented as shown  
in the group photo below.  Seated from left to 
right are:  Elsa Dinis-McVeigh, Evelyn 
Taravella, Lynne Kinsey and Stephen Kinsey.  
Standing from left to right are:  Amy Mizuguchi, 
Earl Mizuguchi, Evelyn Gardner and Nancy 
Garthwait.  Roselle Schwartz also attended,  
but not included due to late arrival. 

 

                           FLU SHOTS 
 
A reminder again to get your flu shots. The 
CDC recommends getting your flu shot. 
Because flu is contagious 1-2 days before 
symptoms appear, it can be spread before  
we know we’re infected. For more info, go to: 
www.cdc.gov/flu. 
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We are a 501(c) (3) Exempt 
Organization. Your dues and  

donations may be tax deductible. 

 
Date: _______________  New______  Renewal ______   
ALL Membership Information is kept Confidential  
                          
Name: (1) 
______________________________________________ 
 
Name: (2) 
______________________________________________ 
 
Address:  
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: 
______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:  
______________________________________________ 
Specify Home or Cell 

E-mail: _______________________________________  
   
Preferred mode of contact: Email_______  OR 
Phone_________ 
 
Birthday: (1) _______________   (2) _______________ 
       Month and Day        Month and Day 
DUES: 
Silicon Valley Chapter Membership  
Includes bi-monthly newsletter  
☐ $15 Individual/Couple/Family  
 
HLAA Membership (National) includes the bi-monthly 
magazine, Hearing Life and the state newsletter, The 
Hearing Loss Californian (quarterly) 
 
☐ $20 Student    ☐ $35 Individual  
☐ $45 Couple   ☐ $60 Professional  
 
Memorial Donation: ________________________ 
      
Chapter Donation:  _________________________ 
  
Scholarship Fund:  _________________________ 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED   $ ___________ 
 
                Make checks payable to: HLAA-SV 
 
                Mail to:  Amy Mizuguchi-Treasurer 
                              6136 Oak Forest Way 
                              San Jose, CA 95120 

Executive Board 
 
President-                                   Lynne Kinsey 
408-265-4038          lkinsey@hearinglossca.org 
    
1st Vice President/Program-         Maggie Iller 
408-890-8879            marjorie.iller@gmail.com   
 
2nd Vice President/Membership-    
408-997-6377                           Earl Mizuguchi 
                                      earlmiz@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary-                             Evelyn Taravella 
408-629-2428                              etarv@att.net 
     
Treasurer-                         Amy Mizuguchi 
408-997-6377                  amizs@sbcglobal.net 
 
                         
Committee Chairs: 
 
Cheer and Courtesy &Social & 
Welcome Table-                    Barbara Hinman 
408-753-9776           ca_sunsets@comcast.net 
 
Hospitality&Sound System- Amy Mizuguchi 
408-997-6377                  amizs@sbcglobal.net 
 
Library-                Stephen and Lynne Kinsey 
408-265-4038          lkinsey@hearinglossca.org 
    
Newsletter Editor-                        Gwen Odell 
408-667-3125          gwen_odell@hotmail.com 
 
Scholarship-                           Earl Mizuguchi 
408-997-6377               earlmiz@sbcglobal.net 
 
Second Hand Treasures-   Evelyn Taravella 
408-629-2428                             etarv@att.net 
 
 
          Volunteers needed on our Board: 
 

Outreach Chairperson 
Publicity Chairperson                  

Also welcome are helpers for any  
position. 

(Ask a Board member for position details.)
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Don’t panic. As soon as you realize what’s happened—  

--Dry off the exterior of the hearing aids with a cloth (not a tissue).  

--Remove the battery and keep battery door open. --Remove the ear hook or ear mold, if necessary.  

--Put the aid or CI into your dry-aid kit (always keep one in the car) or, if you don’t have one, put your aid on the table next to a table lamp. The 

mild heat will dissipate the moisture. Do not put them very close to the light bulb or in an oven. The high heat will damage the devices.  

--Wait an hour or so, and cross your fingers!  

PS from Lynne—I have also heard success stories by putting a wet device in a bag or bowl of uncooked rice.  A specific drying device is better, but if you 

do not have one follow the directions for hand drying and then try the rice method. 

 

 

 

2019 HLAA Convention 
Rochester, New York 

June 20-23, 2019 

Do you happen to be scheduled to be in New York in June 2019?  Maybe you can combine it with a 
visit to the 2019 HLAA Convention.  Hopefully, one of these years it will be in California and it will 
be possible for several of our members to attend.  If you happen to be going to Rochester or close 
by, ask me for convention details or go to www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/convention to find 
information 

Whether you just go to the exhibit hall, which is free to HLAA members, choose to attend 
workshops, meals, special events or programs, or even stay at the convention site, it will be an 
amazing opportunity.  Being in a huge exhibit hall or an auditorium with hundreds of people, all of 
whom either have hearing loss or are related to hearing loss, is a very empowering experience.  
Usually, in a group, you may be the only person who has a hearing loss; but at a HLAA convention, 
you do not have to explain that you have a hearing loss.  Everyone knows and understands.   

Consider making it your vacation destination.        -- Lynne Kinsey 

647 Calpella Drive 
San Jose, CA 95136 

 2019 CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETINGS: Jan. 2, Feb. 6, March 
6, April 3, May 1 and June 5. Summer 
Hiatus- July and August. Sept. 4, Oct. 2, 
Nov. 6 and Dec. 4. 
 
CHAPTER MEETINGS: Jan. 9, Feb. 13, 
March 13, April 10, May 8 and June 12. 
Summer Hiatus- July and August. Sept. 11, 
Oct. 9, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11. 
 

The Date on your mailing label is your 
HLAA-SV Membership Renewal date. 

Please renew using the form on page 5 
or at a Chapter Meeting. Thank You! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Life is what happens while you are busy making plans.  –John Lennon 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


